the information published, but failed to provide the illumination a summary text such as this book can provide.
One drawback of the book is the lack of attention to anaesthesia and sedation for infants born at extremely low gestations. These infants are the same corrected age as the foetuses discussed in procedures such as the ex utero intrapartum treatment procedure, but do not warrant a separate chapter. Anaesthetists, neonatologists and paediatric intensivists provide sedation or anaesthesia for these infants, often for prolonged periods of time because there are few ethical alternatives for managing procedural pain and stress in this group. The dilemmas faced by physicians managing these extreme lowbirth-weight infants is that the most reliable agents used for sedation or anaesthesia are gamma-aminobutyric acid-A agonists or N-methyl D-aspartate antagonists, both of which are implicated in adverse neurological outcomes. Surely this group is at greater risk of anaesthetic-induced neurodevelopmental injury than a late trimester foetus that has a single exposure for caesarean delivery?
The book would be a valuable addition to most obstetric anaesthetic departments as well as informing paediatric anaesthetists, paediatricians and obstetricians of the current controversies regarding anaesthetic influences on foetal development and outcomes.
G I was intrigued when given the opportunity to review this book as this is a topic that should be of interest to all intensivists but is rarely touched upon as a discrete subject in texts.
The book is part of the Critical Care Clinics series. It is divided into multiple sections, the first several dealing with broad concepts in health economics and later sections covering specific issues and disease processes in intensive care. The authorship is largely international and broadly based. There is a specific chapter on health economic issues in Australia and
